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BOOK REVIEW

What do lost emails, fishermen’s tales, tentless campers, and windup toys have in common? They are all subjects of
lighthearted poems for children and adults in this Shel Silverstein-esque collection by author/illustrator West (Longer
than Forevermore, 2013, etc.).

After a short introductory poem on poetry, West introduces readers to feelings of loss of agency in “I Am Not a
Wind-Up Toy”; the narrator says: “Conditions out of my control / Are winding up my key.” Though the theme
resurfaces, and frequently narrators are exposed to topics outside of their control (whether a perfume atomizer being
sprayed at them, a tent that’s blown away, or an audience that doesn’t believe a true story), what unites these poems is
not a topic or theme but a tone. Whether she’s writing about family relationships or recipes renamed with the wrong
ingredients, West writes in a lighthearted style, varying between alternate rhyme and limerick structures. Her rhyme
schemes are steady, making lap reading pleasant. However, not all of the poems are of interest to children. “Son,” for
example, closes with a mother’s wish: “I wish the wife he’ll have someday / Could share with me the joy / Of knowing
him, as I do now... / This warm and cheerful boy.” The sentiment is lovely, but the poem is more likely to resonate with
adult readers. Clever and humorous poems, such as “In the Moonlight,” in which the narrator anticipates being proposed
to when really her beau just drops his keys, may go over the heads of young readers. While the diversity makes the
collection hard to categorize, the poems are easy to enjoy, and the quirky, black-and-white sketched illustrations are
amusing. Some of the best poems for children encourage creativity; one proclaims: “There is no Boss of Crayons.” In
“Grandmother,” a young narrator describes her love for her grandmother, who “like[s] pretending things, / ‘Cause she
remembers how.” These all-age poems are satisfying in a way that the adult poems aren’t, despite their clever sendups of
emails that wind up in the ether.

A lighthearted collection that sometimes tackles weightier themes.
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KIRKUS REVIEW

Hetty, now 17, struggles with her promise to rally around the marriage of Morgan Morgan-
thal in the second installment of a 1950s-set YA trilogy.

During a party in the home of schoolmate Melinda Morganthal, Hetty Lawrence, 17, is 
mortified to overhear glamorous Katrinka Wallace chatter about her intent to marry Melin-
da’s older brother, Morgan. Hetty also accidentally spills food onto Katrinka, although Mor-
gan, as always, is kind. Hetty later muses on this new development to “Hannah,” the forest 
oak that serves as this dreamy girl’s refuge. Morgan comes to the tree to return a schoolbook, 
and the couple is clearly entranced with each other, even if they don’t outwardly express it. 
The crossed signals continue as Hetty blurts out support of the marriage and even offers to 
plan a premarriage event. She gets Melinda’s moody father, Max, who runs the circus where 
he met Katrinka’s former clown father, to attend a father-daughter dance and become closer 
to Morgan while she helps care for a mistreated elephant. Hetty also guides her biological 
father (revealed in the first installment) to navigate his romance, only admitting her true 
feelings during a fateful meeting at Hannah, sparking a final chain of events and an exciting 
new path. West (Hetty, 2013, etc.) expands into more mature elements, including mention of 
Max’s AA meetings and Hetty’s growing longings, in these follow-up adventures. The new 
activities are engrossing, although this novel’s illustrations of a childlike Hetty now seem out 
of sync. West notes that this tale picks up Hetty’s life in 1955, yet the setting remains rather 
unreal and misty, with its fairy-tale environs now including a circus. Still, Hetty’s world is 
quite charming, as is the central love story, with this book, like West’s last, mirroring the 
realm of Anne of Green Gables. Best of all, West hints that Katrinka, the full-size daughter 
of a dwarf and a marvelously maneuvering yet sympathetic character, returns in a third book. 
Overall, an enjoyable continuation.

Entertaining, edgier ramp-up of a sweet heroine’s transition into adulthood.

HETTY HAPPENS

by Martha Sears West

2nd in Series

II

Hetty Happens

Seventeen year-old Hetty is lovesick and miserable, yet 
not even her kindly parents know. She can’t speak about 

the one she loves. He’ll soon marry someone else. Does she 
suffer from a youthful crush…or is it lasting love? Gentle, 
imaginative Hetty can fix other peoples’ problems, but can 
she repair the damage she’s caused with her foolish promise?
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“… engrossing …. charming,
as is the central love story 
… mirroring the realm of 

Anne of Green Gables.
... a sweet heroine’s 

transition into adulthood.”
–– Kirkus Reviews
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